
 
 

Satisfactory Academic Progress and Financial Aid 

The College, in accordance with recently updated regulations concerning federal financial aid, has instituted new 
guidelines for all students for Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP). The requirements have three different components: 
a quantitative measure, a qualitative measure, and a limit on length of time to graduation. Because Hampshire College 
does not use the traditional grade point average (GPA) as a method of evaluation, the College will examine the ratio of 
successfully completed courses to total courses. To meet the quantitative standard a student must successfully 
complete at least 67% of all courses attempted.  Attempted courses include incompletes, in-progress, and withdrawn 
(W) courses. To meet the qualitative standard, the ratio of successfully completed courses to total courses, excluding 
incomplete, in-progress, or withdrawn courses, must be at least 1:2 or 50% (i.e. for every two courses attempted, one 
must be successfully completed). Finally, Hampshire College has determined that a student may not take longer than 10 
full-time semesters to complete the degree requirements. 

Hampshire College will measure Satisfactory Academic Progress standards at the end of spring semester each academic 
year. Students who are not meeting the Satisfactory Academic Progress standards described above are not eligible for 
federal financial aid until an approved Satisfactory Academic Progress plan is developed in consultation with CASA. As 
long as the student is making progress toward meeting the minimum standards, the student can continue to receive 
financial aid one semester at a time. A new Satisfactory Academic Progress plan will be required each semester until the 
standards have been met. If the student does not make progress toward meeting the standards they will lose eligibility 
for financial aid until all three standards (quantitative, qualitative, and the limit on the length of time to graduation) are 
met. 

The Impact of Not Completing Courses 

Withdrawing from Courses 

Every course in which you remain enrolled after the add/drop deadline counts toward your total attempted courses.  To 
maintain eligibility for financial aid, you must complete at least 67% of the courses you attempt.  If you withdraw from a 
course your course completion (quantitative) rate will decrease.  Withdrawing from too many courses can put you at risk 
of losing your financial aid. 

Failing or Never Completing Courses 

As with course withdrawals, failed or never completed courses will make it more likely that you will not reach the 
minimum course completion rate of 67% and lose eligibility for financial aid. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What happens to my financial aid if I don’t complete all the courses for which I am registered? 

To remain eligible for aid, you must successfully complete a minimum of 67% of the courses you attempt.  Since this 
measure is based on your entire academic history (including transfer credits), your performance in an individual course 
may have no impact on your eligibility for financial aid.  However, an accumulation of unsuccessful courses will affect 
your eligibility.  Transfer courses accepted toward your degree count as both attempted and completed courses.  
Accepted transfer courses are those that are recorded as passed Division I or a filed Division II contract. 

If your course complete rate falls below 67% you can work with CASA to develop a Satisfactory Academic Progress plan 
that will allow you to retain financial aid eligibility while you work toward meeting the minimum standard. 



What if the qualitative rate falls below 50%? 

Hampshire College does not have a traditional Grade Point Average (GPA), therefore to remain compliant with federal 
regulations we have developed an alternative ratio comparing successfully completed courses to unsuccessfully 
completed courses, excluding transfer, withdrawn, incomplete and in-progress courses.  If that ratio should drop below 
1:2 (one successfully completed courses for every two courses attempted and evaluated, or 50%), you can work with 
CASA to develop a Satisfactory Academic Progress plan that would allow you to retain financial aid eligibility while you 
work toward meeting the minimum standard. 

What happens to my financial aid if I withdraw from some, but not all, of my courses after the add/drop deadline? 

Your financial aid award will not change for that semester.  However, you must remember that withdrawals decrease 
your course completion rate and increase your risk of falling below the required minimum of 67% course completion 
rate. 

What happens if I take an incomplete in one or more courses? 

An incomplete is counted as an attempted course that has not been successfully completed.  Incompletes decrease your 
course completion rate and increase your risk of falling below the required minimum of 67% course completion rate.  
You should finish any incomplete work as soon as possible, and follow up with your instructor to be sure that the 
evaluation for the work is recorded. 

What happens if I need more than 10 semesters to complete my Hampshire degree? 

You automatically lose eligibility for future financial aid after you have attempted 10 semesters.  

Can withdrawing from a course now affect my eligibility for aid later? 

Yes.  Your course completion rate is a cumulative measure.  Course withdrawals at any time decrease your overall 
course completion rate and can eventually put you at risk for falling below the required minimum 67% course 
completion rate. 

For more information 

To learn more about Satisfactory Academic Progress and how it impacts your financial aid please call or visit: 

Financial Aid, Blair Hall, 1st floor, 413-559-5484 
CASA, Lemelson Center, 413-559-5498 
Central Records, Lemelson Building, 413-559-5421 


